
FASCISM ANDANTI-FASCISTUNITEDFRONT

(NotesfortheCentralPartySchool)

Thecrisisofcapitalism gotmalignantinImperialistera.

TheCrisiswentonaggravatingingeometricproportion.

Thiswasqualitativelydifferentfrom cycliccrisisthatwasexplainedearlierinCapital

byMarx.

Thisqualitativechangethathadoccuredinthestageofimperialism hadbeencalled

GENERALCRISISofcapitalism byComintern.Cominterndifferentiatedtwophases

ofGeneralCrisis:

1)betweenww1andww2

2)afterww2

TheacutenessoftheGneralCrisiswasthebasicreasoncitedbyCominternforthe

ascendencyoffascism.

Itissurethatthecomintern'sdepictionofsocialistgrowththatthethesocialist

system advancedcounterpoisedlywiththedegenerationoftheimperialisteconomy

isnotexistingtodayassuchasitdidinthedaysofSovietUnionandduringthedays

ofthesocialistblock.Italsowillnotbecorrecttosaythatmoreandmorenations

aregettingdissociatedwiththeimperialisteconomicchainjoiningthesocialist

camporthenonalignedpathbefriendingsocialistcamp.Still,thebasicexplanation

ofGeneralcrisisisvalid.Thatis,thedegenerationandspirallingcrisisofglobal

capitalism hasalmosthitallthesectorsofglobalcapitalism;thistimeinquite

unprecedentedwayinmagnitudeandseverityofimpact.

Further,thiscrisisgoesonunabatedfrom recessionstorecessionswithoutanysign

ofsubstantialrecovery.Ineffectthishascausedalastingfallofglobaleconomy.

Thisaccumulativenatureofcrisishasledglobalcapitalistimperialistsystem tothe

widechasm of3rddepression.

Thisphenomenonof3rdDepressionprovesthatthebasicexplanationofGENERAL

CRISISbytheCominternstandsvalid;thatthepresentcrisisisnotofthenatureof

usualcyclicrecurrenceofcrisesandrecoveriesthatwaspartofearliercapitalist

system.Thecyclicrecurrenceofcrisesandrecoverieswasthecharacteristicof

capitalisteconomypriortotheimperialiststage.

Aswelearnfrom theexperiencesfrom thefirstdecadeof20thcenturyonward,that

theoldcharacteristicofcyclicrecurrencesofcrisesandrecoverieshadgivenway

fornewcumulativecrisesofimperialiststage.Weknowthatthisledtoaggravated

imperialistexploitationchampionedbytheevergrowingfinancecapitalandthe

divisionandredivisionofglobalrichesandcoloniesamongimperialistforces.We

knowthatitledtoworldwarsandfascistascendency.Weknowthattheseeventsin

thefirsthalfof20thcenturyledtogreatOctoberRevolutionandAnti-fasciststruggle

thatledtotheemancipationofNationsandthepeopleinallthecontinentstogreat

extent.



So,the comintern's grasp ofthe GeneralCrisis and it's strategic and tactical

resolutionsderived from itarenota merequestion ofacademiccorrectness.

Instead,itstandstestifiedthroughrevolutionarysuccesses,theglobalexpansionof

communistmovementandthespectacularvictoryoverfascism.

Asthebasicmaladyofimperialistcrisisstilllivesonthebasicmalignancyoffascist

rabidityalsoliveson.So,itstillisvaluablelessonthatwehaveinthedetailed

examinationsthatcominternhaddonetograspthedimensionsoffascism inorder

todefineitandtodrawtacticallineagainstit.

The6thcongressofthecominterndealtwiththequestionofimpendingfascism and

the7thCongressderivedthetheoreticalandpracticalproposalsofAntiFascist

UnitedFront.ThesetwocongressesofCominterndealtwiththewidequestions

ranging from thatofdefining thegeneration offascism to differentiating it's

manifestationsinvariouscountriesatvariouslevelsandvariouskinds;and,to

definingthebasiclineofPeople'sFrontorAntiFascistUnitedFront.

"2.THE REVOLUTIONARY CRISIS AND COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY SOCIAL-

DEMOCRACY.

Duringtheprogressoftheinternationalrevolution,theleadingcadresofthesocial

democraticpartiesandofthereformisttradeunionsontheonehand,andthe

militantcapitalistorganisationsoftheFascisttypeontheother,acquiredspecial

significanceasapowerfulcounter-revolutionaryforceactivelyfightingagainstthe

revolutionandactivelysupportingthepartialstabilisationofcapitalism.

Thewarcrisisof1914-1918wasaccompaniedbythedisgracefulcollapseofthe

socialdemocraticSecondInternational.Actingincompleteviolationofthethesisof

the“CommunistManifesto”writtenbyMarx-Engels,thattheproletariathasno

fatherlandundercapitalism andincompleteviolationoftheanti-warresolutions

passedbytheStuttgartandBasleCongresses,theleadersofthesocialdemocratic

partiesinthevariouscountries,withafew exceptions,votedforthewarcredits,

came outdefinitely in defence ofthe imperialist“fatherland”(i.e.,the State

organisations ofthe imperialistbourgeoisie)and instead ofcombatting the

imperialistwar,became its loyalsoldiers,bards and propagandists (social-

patriotism,whichgrew intosocial-imperialism).Inthesubsequentperiod,social

democracysupportedthepredatorytreaties(Brest-Litovsk,Versailles);itactively

aligneditselfwiththemilitaristsinthebloodysuppressionofproletarianuprisings

(Noske);itconductedarmedwarfareagainstthefirstproletarianrepublic(Soviet

Russia);itdespicablybetrayedthevictoriousproletariat(Hungary);itjoinedthe

imperialistLeagueofNations(AlbertThomas,PaulBoncour,Vandervelde);itopenly

supported the imperialistslave-owners againstthe colonialslaves (the British

LabourParty);itactivelysupportedthemostreactionaryexecutionersoftheworking

class(Bulgaria,Poland);ittookuponitselftheinitiativeinsecuringthepassageof

imperialist“militarylaws”(France);itbetrayedthegeneralstrikeoftheBritish

proletariat;ithelpedandisstillhelpingtostrangleChinaandIndia(theMacDonald

Government);itactsasthepropagandistfortheimperialistLeagueofNations;itis

capital’s herald and organiserin its struggle againstthe dictatorship ofthe

proletariatintheU.S.S.R.(Kautsky,Hilferding).

Initssystematicconductofthiscounter-revolutionarypolicy,socialdemocracy

operatesontwoflanks.Therightwingofsocialdemocracy,avowedlycounter-

revolutionary,isessentialfornegotiatingandmaintainingdirectcontactwiththe



bourgeoisie;theleftwingisessentialforthesubtledeceptionoftheworkers.While

playingwithpacifistandattimesevenwithrevolutionaryphrases,“left”social

democracyinpracticeactsagainsttheworkers,particularlyinacuteandcritical

situations(theBritishI.L.P.andthe“left”leadersoftheGeneralCouncilduringthe

generalstrikein1926;OttoBauerandCo.,atthetimeoftheViennauprising),andis

therefore,themostdangerousfactioninthesocialdemocraticparties.Whileserving

theinterestsofthebourgeoisieintheworkingclassandbeingwhollyinfavourof

classco-operationandcoalitionwiththebourgeoisie,socialdemocracy,atcertain

periods,iscompelledtoplaythepartofanoppositionpartyandeventopretendthat

itisdefendingtheclassinterestsoftheproletariatinitsindustrialstruggle.Ittries

therebytowintheconfidenceofasectionoftheworkingclassandtobeina

position more shamefullyto betraythe lasting interestsofthe working class,

particularlyinthemidstofdecisiveclassbattles.

Theprincipalfunctionofsocialdemocracyatthepresenttimeistodisruptthe

essentialmilitantunityoftheproletariatinitsstruggleagainstimperialism.In

splittinganddisruptingtheunitedfrontoftheproletarianstruggleagainstcapital,

socialdemocracyservesasthemainstayofimperialism intheworking class.

Internationalsocialdemocracyofallshades;theSecondInternationalanditstrade

unionbranch,theAmsterdam FederationofTradeUnions,havethusbecomethe

lastreserveofbourgeoissocietyanditsmostreliablepillarofsupport.

3.THECRISISOFCAPITALISM ANDFASCISM

Sidebysidewithsocialdemocracy,withwhoseaidthebourgeoisiesuppressesthe

workersorlullstheirclassvigilance,standsFascism.

Theepochofimperialism,thesharpeningoftheclassstruggleandthegrowthofthe

elementsofcivilwar-particularlyaftertheimperialistwar-ledtothebankruptcyof

parliamentarism.Hence,theadoptionof“new”methodsandformsofadministration

(forexample,thesystem ofinnercabinets,theformationofoligarchicalgroups,

acting behind thescenes,thedeterioration and falsification ofthefunction of

“popularrepresentation,”therestrictionandannulmentof“democraticliberties,”

etc.).Undercertainspecialhistoricalconditions,theprogressofthisbourgeois,

imperialist,reactionaryoffensiveassumestheform ofFascism.Theseconditions

are:instabilityofcapitalistrelationships;theexistenceofconsiderablede-classed

socialelements,thepauperisationofbroadstrataoftheurbanpettybourgeoisieand

oftheintelligentsia;discontentamongtheruralpetty-bourgeoisieand,finally,the

constantmenaceofmassproletarianaction.Inordertostabiliseandperpetuateits

rule,the bourgeoisie is compelled to an increasing degree to abandon the

parliamentarysystem infavouroftheFascistsystem,whichisindependentofinter-

partyarrangementsandcombinations.TheFascistsystem isasystem ofdirect

dictatorship,ideologicallymarkedbythe“nationalidea”andbyrepresentationofthe

“professions”(inreality,representationofthevariousgroupsoftherulingclass).Itis

a system thatresorts to a peculiarform ofsocialdemagogy(anti-semitism,

occasionalsortiesagainstusurers’capitalandgesturesofimpatiencewiththe

parliamentary“talkingshop”)inordertoutilisethediscontentofthepettybourgeois,

theintellectualsandotherstrataofsociety,andtocorruption-thecreationofa

compactand wellpaid hierarchy ofFascistunits,a party apparatus and a

bureaucracy.Atthesametime,Fascism strivestopermeatetheworkingclassby

recruitingthemostbackwardstrataofworkerstoitsranks-byplayingupontheir



discontent,bytaking advantage ofthe inaction ofsocialdemocracy,etc.The

principalaim ofFascism istodestroytherevolutionarylabourvanguard,i.e.,the

CommunistSectionsandleadingunitsoftheproletariat.Thecombinationofsocial

democracy,corruption and active white terror,in conjunction with extreme

imperialistaggression in the sphere offoreign politics,are the characteristic

featuresofFascism.Inperiodsofacutecrisisforthebourgeoisie,Fascism resorts

toanti-capitalistphraseology,but,afterithasestablisheditselfatthehelm ofState,

itcastsasideitsanti-capitalistprattleanddisclosesitselfasaterroristdictatorship

ofbigcapital.

Thebourgeoisieresortseitherto themethodofFascism orto themethodof

coalitionwithsocialdemocracyaccordingtothechangesinthepoliticalsituation;

whilesocialdemocracyitself,oftenplaysaFascistroleinperiodswhenthesituation

iscriticalforcapitalism.

IntheprocessofdevelopmentsocialdemocracyrevealsFascisttendencieswhich,

however,donotpreventit,inotherpoliticalsituations,from actingasasortof

Frondeagainstthebourgeoisgovernmentinthecapacityofanoppositionparty.The

Fascistmethodandthemethodofcoalitionwithsocialdemocracy,arenotthe

methodsusuallyemployedin“normal”capitalistconditions;theyarethesymptoms

ofthegeneralcapitalistcrisis,andareemployedbythebourgeoisieinordertostem

theadvanceoftherevolution."

(TheProgrammeoftheCommunistInternational.

CominternSixthCongress1929.

II.TheGeneralCrisisofCapitalism andtheFirstPhaseofWorldRevolution.)

"Fascism isnotaform ofstatepower"standingabovebothclasses--theproletariat

andthebourgeoisie,"asOttoBauer,forinstance,hasasserted.Itisnot"therevoltof

thepettybourgeoisiewhichhascapturedthemachineryofthestate,"astheBritish

SocialistBrailsforddeclares.No,fascism isnotapowerstandingaboveclass,nor

governmentofthepettybourgeoisieorthe lumpen-proletariat overfinancecapital.

Fascism isthepoweroffinancecapitalitself.Itistheorganizationofterrorist

vengeanceagainsttheworkingclassandtherevolutionarysectionofthepeasantry

andintelligentsia.Inforeignpolicy,fascism isjingoism initsmostbrutalform,

fomentingbestialhatredofothernations.

This,thetruecharacteroffascism,mustbeparticularlystressedbecauseina

numberofcountries,undercoverofsocialdemagogy,fascism hasmanagedtogain

thefollowingofthemassofthepettybourgeoisiethathasbeendislocatedbythe

crisis,andevenofcertainsectionsofthemostbackwardstrataoftheproletariat.

Thesewouldneverhavesupportedfascism iftheyhadunderstooditsrealcharacter

anditstruenature.

Thedevelopmentoffascism,andthefascistdictatorshipitself,assume different

forms indifferentcountries,accordingtohistorical,socialandeconomicconditions

andtothenationalpeculiarities,andtheinternationalpositionofthegivencountry.

Incertaincountries,principallythoseinwhichfascism hasnobroadmassbasisand

in which the struggle ofthe various groups within the camp ofthe fascist

bourgeoisieitselfisratheracute,fascism doesnotimmediatelyventuretoabolish

parliament,butallowstheotherbourgeoisparties,aswellastheSocial-Democratic

Parties,to retain a modicum oflegality.In othercountries,where the ruling



bourgeoisie fears an early outbreak of revolution, fascism establishes its

unrestrictedpoliticalmonopoly,eitherimmediatelyorbyintensifyingitsreignof

terroragainstandpersecutionofallrivalpartiesandgroups.Thisdoesnotprevent

fascism,whenitspositionbecomes particularlyacute,from tryingtoextenditsbasis

and,withoutalteringitsclassnature,trying tocombine openterroristdictatorship

withacrudesham ofparliamentarism.

Theaccessiontopoweroffascism isnotan ordinarysuccession ofonebourgeois

governmentbyanother,buta substitution ofonestateform ofclassdominationof

the bourgeoisie --bourgeois democracy --by anotherform --open terrorist

dictatorship.Itwouldbeaseriousmistaketoignorethisdistinction,amistakeliable

topreventtherevolutionaryproletariatfrom mobilizingthewideststrataofthe

workingpeopleoftownandcountryforthestruggleagainstthemenaceofthe

seizureofpowerbythefascists,andfrom takingadvantageofthecontradictions

whichexistinthecampofthebourgeoisieitself.Butitisamistake,nolessserious

and dangerous,to underrate the importance,forthe establishmentoffascist

dictatorship,ofthe reactionarymeasuresofthebourgeoisieatpresentincreasingly

developing in bourgeois-democratic countries --measures which suppress the

democraticlibertiesoftheworkingpeople,falsifyandcurtailtherightsofparliament

andintensifytherepressionoftherevolutionarymovement.

Comrades,theaccessiontopoweroffascism mustnotbeconceivedofinso

simplifiedandsmoothaform,asthoughsomecommitteeorotheroffinancecapital

decidedonacertaindatetosetupafascistdictatorship.Inreality,fascism usually

comestopowerinthecourseofamutual,andattimessevere,struggleagainstthe

oldbourgeoisparties,oradefinitesectionoftheseparties,inthecourseofa

struggleevenwithinthefascistcampitself--astrugglewhichattimesleadsto

armedclashes,aswehavewitnessedinthecaseofGermany,Austriaandother

countries.Allthis,however,doesnotmakelessimportantthefactthat,beforethe

establishmentofa fascistdictatorship,bourgeois governments usually pass

through a numberofpreliminary stages and adopta numberofreactionary

measureswhichdirectlyfacilitatetheaccessiontopoweroffascism.Whoeverdoes

notfightthereactionarymeasuresofthebourgeoisieandthegrowthoffascism at

thesepreparatorystages isnotinapositiontopreventthevictoryoffascism,but,on

thecontrary,facilitatesthatvictory.

TheSocial-Democraticleadersglossedoverandconcealedfrom themassesthe

trueclassnatureoffascism,anddidnotcallthem tothestruggleagainstthe

increasinglyreactionarymeasuresofthebourgeoisie.Theybeargreat historical

responsibility forthefactthat,atthedecisivemomentofthefascistoffensive,a

largesectionoftheworkingpeopleofGermanyandofanumberofotherfascist

countriesfailedtorecognizeinfascism themostbloodthirstymonsteroffinance

capital,theirmostviciousenemy,andthatthesemasseswerenotpreparedtoresist

it.

Whatisthesourceoftheinfluenceoffascism overthemasses?Fascism isableto

attractthemassesbecauseitdemagogicallyappealstotheir mosturgentneedsand

demands. Fascism notonlyinflamesprejudicesthataredeeplyingrainedinthe

masses,butalsoplaysonthebettersentimentsofthemasses,ontheirsenseof

justiceandsometimesevenontheirrevolutionarytraditions.WhydotheGerman

fascists,those lackeys ofthe bourgeoisie and mortalenemies ofsocialism,

representthemselvestothemassesas"Socialists,"anddepicttheiraccessionto

powerasa"revolution"?Becausetheytrytoexploitthefaithinrevolutionandthe



urgetowardssocialism thatlivesintheheartsofthemassofworkingpeoplein

Germany.

Fascism actsintheinterestsoftheextremeimperialists,butitpresentsitselftothe

massesintheguiseofchampionofanill-treatednation,andappealstooutraged

nationalsentiments,asGermanfascism did,forinstance,whenitwonthesupportof

themassesofthepettybourgeoisiebytheslogan"DownwiththeVersaillesTreaty."

Fascism aimsatthemostunbridledexploitationofthemassesbutitapproaches

them withthemostartfulanti-capitalistdemagogy,takingadvantageofthedeep

hatredoftheworkingpeopleagainsttheplunderingbourgeoisie,thebanks,trusts

andfinancialmagnates,andadvancingthosesloganswhichatthegivenmoment

aremostalluringtothepoliticallyimmaturemasses.InGermany--"Thegeneral

welfareishigherthanthewelfareoftheindividual,"inItaly--"Ourstateisnota

capitalist,butacorporatestate,"inJapan--"ForJapanwithoutexploitation,"inthe

UnitedStates--"Sharethewealth,"andsoforth.

Fascism deliversupthepeopletobedevouredbythemostcorruptandvenal

elements,butcomesbeforethem withthedemandfor"anhonestandincorruptible

government."Speculating on the profound disillusionmentofthe masses in

bourgeois-democraticgovernments,fascism hypocriticallydenouncescorruption.

Itisintheinterestsofthemostreactionarycirclesofthebourgeoisiethatfascism

interceptsthedisappointedmasseswhodeserttheoldbourgeoisparties.Butit

impresses these masses by the vehemence ofits attacks on the bourgeois

governmentsanditsirreconcilableattitudetotheoldbourgeoisparties.

Surpassinginitscynicism andhypocrisyallothervarietiesofbourgeoisreaction,

fascism adapts itsdemagogytothenational peculiaritiesofeachcountry,andeven

tothepeculiaritiesofthevarioussocialstratainoneandthesamecountry.Andthe

massofthepettybourgeoisieandevenasectionoftheworkers,reducedtodespair

bywant,unemploymentandtheinsecurityoftheirexistence,fallvictim tothesocial

andchauvinistdemagogyoffascism.

Fascism comestopowerasa partyofattackontherevolutionarymovementofthe

proletariat,onthemassofthepeoplewhoareinastateofunrest;yetitstagesits

accessiontopowerasa"revolutionary"movementagainstthebourgeoisieonbehalf

of"thewholenation"andforthe"salvation"ofthenation.OnerecallsMussolini's

"march"on Rome,Pilsudski's "march"on Warsaw,Hitler's National-Socialist

"revolution"inGermany,andsoforth.

Butwhateverthemasksthatfascism adopts,whatevertheformsin which it

presentsitself,whateverthewaysbywhichitcomestopower

Fascism isamostferociousattackbycapitalonthemassoftheworkingpeople;

Fascism isunbridledchauvinism andpredatorywar;

Fascism israbidreactionandcounter-revolution;

Fascism isthemostviciousenemyoftheworkingclassandofallworkingpeople."

GEORGIDIMITROV

'TheFascistOffensiveandtheTasksoftheCommunistInternationalintheStruggle

oftheWorkingClassagainstFascism'



(Main Report delivered at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist

International.

Deliveredon:August2,1935)

AsweseeintheabovequotedportionsoftheprogrammeoftheCominternadopted

inthesixthCongressoftheComintern andthereporttotheseventhCongressof

theCominternbytheGeneralSecretarycomradeGeorgiDimitrov,muchofthe

analysisofthecharacteristicsofandtacticsagainstfascism havemuchtodraw

from evenatthecurrentphase.

TheCominterndrewthetacticallineofproletarianunityandpeople'sfronttofight

theonslaughtoffascism.Thiswasbasedontwochiefcharacteristicsoffascism.1)

fascism unleashesthemostoutrageousandbloodyexploitationandoppressionof

workingclass2)fascistrabiditypredatesamongotherclassesandamongmasses.

Thissharpenscontradictionbetweenfascism andvastmasses.

Theformeressentiallynecessitateswiderunityofworkingclassandthelatter

providesroom forpeople'sunitedfront.

"THEANTI-FASCISTPEOPLE'SFRONT

Inmobilizingthemassofworkingpeopleforthestruggleagainstfascism,the

formationofawideanti-fascistPeople'sFrontonthebasisoftheproletarianunited

frontisaparticularlyimportanttask.Thesuccessofthewholestruggleofthe

proletariatiscloselyboundupwiththeestablishmentofafightingalliancebetween

theproletariat,ontheonehand,andthelaboringpeasantryandbasicmassofthe

urbanpettybourgeoisiewhotogetherform themajorityofthepopulationevenin

industriallydevelopedcountries,ontheother.

Initsagitation,fascism,desirousofwinningthesemassestoitsownside,triesto

setthe mass ofthe working people in town and countryside againstthe

revolutionaryproletariat,frighteningthepettybourgeoisiewiththebogeyofthe"Red

peril."Wemustturnthisweaponagainstthosewhowielditandshowtheworking

peasants,artisansandintellectualswhencetherealdangerthreatens.Wemust

show concretelywhoitisthatpilestheburdenoftaxesandimpostsontothe

peasantandsqueezesusuriousinterestoutofhim;whoitisthat,whileowningthe

bestlandandeveryform ofwealth,drivesthepeasantandhisfamilyfrom theirplot

oflandanddoomsthem tounemploymentandpoverty.Wemustexplainconcretely,

patientlyandpersistentlywhoitisthatruinstheartisansandhandicraftsmenwith

taxes,imposts,highrentsandcompetitionimpossibleforthem towithstand;whoit

isthatthrowsintothestreetanddeprivesofemploymentthewidemassesofthe

workingintelligentsia.

Butthisisnotenough.

Thefundamental,themostdecisivethinginestablishingananti-fascistPeople's

Frontisresoluteactionoftherevolutionaryproletariatindefenseofthedemandsof

thesesectionsofthepeople,particularlytheworkingpeasantry--demandsinline

withthebasicinterestsoftheproletariat--andintheprocessofstrugglecombining

thedemandsoftheworkingclasswiththesedemands.

Informingananti-fascistPeople'sFront,acorrectapproachtothoseorganizations

andpartieswhosemembershipcomprisesaconsiderablenumberoftheworking

peasantryandthemassoftheurbanpettybourgeoisieisofgreatimportance.



Inthecapitalistcountriesthemajorityofthesepartiesandorganizations,politicalas

wellaseconomic,arestillundertheinfluenceofthebourgeoisieandfollowit.The

socialcomposition ofthese parties and organizations is heterogeneous.They

include rich peasants side by side with landless peasants,big businessmen

alongsidepettyshopkeepers;butcontrolisinthehandsoftheformer,theagentsof

bigcapital.Thisobligesustoapproachthedifferentorganizationsindifferentways,

remembering thatoften the bulkofthe membership ignores the realpolitical

characterofitsleadership.Undercertainconditionswecanandmusttrytodraw

thesepartiesandorganizationsorcertainsectionsofthem tothesideoftheanti-

fascistPeople'sFront,despitetheirbourgeoisleadership.Such,forinstance,istoday

thesituationinFrancewiththeRadicalparty,intheUnitedStateswithvarious

farmers'organizations,inPolandwiththe"StronnictwoLudowe,"9)inYugoslavia

withtheCroatianPeasants'Party,inBulgariawiththeAgrarianUnion,inGreecewith

theAgrarians,etc.Butregardlessofwhetherornotthereisanychanceofattracting

thesepartiesandorganizationsasawholetothePeople'sFront,ourtacticsmust

underallcircumstancesbedirectedtowardsdrawingthesmallpeasants,artisans,

handicraftsmen,etc.,amongtheirmembersintoananti-fascistPeople'sFront.

Hence,youseethatinthisfieldwemustallalongthelineputanendtowhathasnot

infrequentlyoccurredinourwork-neglectorcontemptofthevariousorganizations

andpartiesofthepeasants,artisansandthemassofpettybourgeoisieinthe

towns."

:GeorgiDimitrov

"TheFascistOffensiveandtheTasksoftheCommunistInternationalintheStruggle

oftheWorkingClassagainstFascism"

(Main Report delivered at the Seventh World Congress of the Communist

International)

Wehavetolookintothehistoryoftheworldcommunistmovementandthehistory

oftheglobal proletarian movementaftertheanti-fascistvictoryand resulted

advanceofthesocialistcamp.Did theinternationalcommunistmovementgo

complacentaboutthedangerofpossiblerecurrenceoffascism?Didtheworking

classmovementgosleepyaboutthedangerofrecurrenceoffascism?

Inbothcaseswecanseethatthereisclearanswerinthenegative.Neitherthe

globalcommunistmovementnortheUnitedmovementoftheinternationalworking

classgocomplacentandsleepyaboutthefascistdanger.Instead,thesemovements

warnedthatunlessactivevigilwasnotkeptagainsttheregenerationofsocio

politicalcrisesformingintorabidproportionsfascistrecurrenceisrealdanger.

"Thecardinalpurposeoftheimperialistcampistostrengthenimperialism,tohatch

a new imperialistwar,to combatsocialism and democracy,and to support

reactionaryandanti-democraticpro-fascistregimesandmovementseverywhere.

Inthepursuitoftheseendstheimperialistcampispreparedtorelyonreactionary

andanti-democraticforcesinallcountries,andtosupportitsformeradversariesin

thewaragainstitswartimeallies.

Theanti-fascistforcescomprisethesecondcamp.Thiscampisbasedonthe

U.S.S.R.andthenewdemocracies.Italsoincludescountriesthathavebrokenwith

imperialism andhavefirmlysetfootonthepathofdemocraticdevelopment,such

asRumania,HungaryandFinland.IndonesiaandVietnam areassociatedwithit;it



hasthesympathyofIndia,EgyptandSyria.Theanti-imperialistcampisbackedby

thelaboranddemocraticmovementandbythefraternalCommunistpartiesinall

countries,bythefightersfornationalliberationinthecoloniesanddependencies,by

allprogressiveanddemocraticforcesineverycountry.Thepurposeofthiscampis

toresistthethreatofnewwarsandimperialistexpansion,tostrengthendemocracy

andtoextirpatethevestigesoffascism."(ReportontheInternationalSituationto

theCominform

AndreiZhdanov,September22,1947)

ThefirstresolutionadoptedbytheParisCongressdeclaredthat"oneoftheprimary

tasksoftheWFTUandthetradeunionmovementsofallcountriesistofightforthe

speedyand completeeradication offascism.Werecognizethattheforcesof

reaction do notwantto see the German and Japanese warpotentialsutterly

destroyedandfascism extirpated.Worldlabourmusttakeactiontoguaranteethat

theseforcesshallnotprevail..."...TheCongressdeclaresthatworldlabourmust

beever-vigilanttopreventanyhesitationorweakeningintheapplicationofthese

decisions(thePotsdam Agreements)."

:TheFirstWorldTradeUnionCongress(Paris,3-8October1945)


